


ANATIONAL PLATFORM FOR COMMUNITY IMPACT

EFL in the Community, the charitable arm of the English Football League,
IS exploring a new charity partnership.

The partnership’s aim will be to connect a national cause with locally
delivered community impact through football, engaging supporters
and wider communities across England and Wales through EFL in the
Community and the network of Football Club charities.

It will provide a platform to deliver a coordinated, multi-season activation,
combining national reach with activity delivered in communities to build
and scale impact over time.
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We are seeking proposals that demonstrate how the partnership can deliver meaningful impact
in communities through football while also achieving national visibility and engagement.




THE REACH OF THEEFL

Founded in 1888, the EFL is the world’s
original league football competition
and home to some of football's most
iconic and historic moments.

The League hosts some of the

most high-profile fixtures in the
English football calendar, including the
EFL Play-Off Finals, Carabao Cup Final
and EFL Trophy Final.

These events provide significant
national visibility and supporter
engagement opportunities.
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FOOTBALL CHANGINGLIVES

EFL in the Community is the charitable arm of the EFL, using the power of football to improve people’s lives
and make a positive contribution to communities across the country.

EFL in the Community supports the network of 72 Football Club charities linked to EFL Clubs.
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HEALTH, EDUCATION AND YOUTH COMMUNITY
WELLBEING AND EMPLOVYABILITY ENGAGEMENT COHESION AND
PHYSICAL ACTIVITY SOCIAL INCLUSION

The network engages more than 1.2 million participants annually,
with almost half from the most deprived communities.



TRUSTED LOCALLY. CONNECTED NATIONALLY.

The role that Football Club charities

play is unique and distinct from other
charities.

The Football Club badge is a trusted
symbol in communities, helping reach
people who may not otherwise engage
with services and support.

This creates a unique opportunity for
a charity partner to scale campaigns
nationally while delivering consistent,
locally relevant activity across England
and Wales.
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A PARTNERSHIP BUILT ON SHARED COMMITMENT

The partnership is expected to result in one or more
programmes, campaigns or community activations being
delivered through the Football Club charity network.

To support effective delivery and maximise impact, EFL in the
Community anticipates an appropriate contribution from the
Charity Partner, which may include direct financial investment,
In-Kind support, or a combination of both.
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HOW A PARTNERSHIP MAY LOOK

Four ways to activate through football

CONNECT WITH SUPPORTERS AT
FOOTBALL'S BIGGEST MOMENTS

- EFL Play-Off Finals
- EFL Cup Final
- EFL Trophy Final

DELIVER MEANINGFUL IMPACT
IN COMMUNITIES

- 72 Football Club Charities
- Local delivery

- Community campaigns

- Hospitality and ticketing - Fan engagement

- Matchday visibility

- Fundraising opportunities

- Digital & Promotional Rights

- Bring the partnership to life through

NATIONAL VISIBILITY & CAMPAIGN content and storytelling.
INTEGRATION

- Raise awareness through the reach of
the EFL

- EFL website

EFLIMAGERY

- Social media promotion
- Integration with key campaigns - Co-branded content
- Broadcast and media opportunities - Partnership promotion

- Major Competitions & Stakeholder
Engagement

- Community Activation through Football
Club Charities




TURNING NATIONAL CAMPAIGNS
INTO LOCAL IMPACT

A unique model for delivering impact through football communities

National Partnership EEL Platform 72 Football Supporters & Measurable
Cause Activation Club Charities Communities Impact

The partnership combines the national reach of the EFL with the trusted local presence of
Football Club charities, creating a unique opportunity to deliver meaningful impact at scale.

Working in partnership with EFL in the Community, the Charity Partner will have the
opportunity to develop campaigns, programmes and community initiatives that connect
national objectives with locally delivered activity.

Through coordinated delivery across the network, national awareness can be translated into
meaningful engagement, community impact and lasting change.



CHOOSING THE RIGHT PARTNER

We are seeking a charity partner that shares our ambition to use football as a force for good and can help create
meaningful impact in communities across England and Wales.

Through this process, we are looking for organisations that can bring a compelling cause, a strong activation
concept and a commitment to delivering lasting change through football.
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CHOOSING THE RIGHT PARTNER

WHAT SUCCESS LOOKS LIKE

We will be particularly interested in proposals that:

Combine national Create authentic Complement and
awareness with opportunities strengthen existing
meaningful local for supporter Football Club

Impact engagement charity activity

Place communities
at the heart of the
partnership

Demonstrate : Have the potential
) Deliver measurable
a commitment to grow and
) outcomes and
to investment, evolve over a

collaboration and compelll.ng multi-season
: storytelling )
delivery partnership




HOW TO RESPOND

Your Proposal Should Include

About Your Organisation

An overview of your organisation,
mission, strategic priorities and why
this partnership is a strong fit.

Activation Proposal

Your vision for the partnership,

including how the activation would engage
supporters nationally and translate into
meaningful local activity through Football
Club charities.

Community Delivery Approach

How you would work with EFL in the
Community and Football Club charities
to deliver community-based activity,
campaigns and/or programmes.

Partnership Team & Resources

Details of the people, expertise and
resources that would be dedicated
to supporting the partnership.

Investment Proposal

Details of any proposed financial
contribution, in-kind support or other
resources that would help maximise
the impact of the partnership.

Impact & Storytelling

How you would measure success,
evidence outcomes and communicate
the impact of the partnership.

Relevant Experience

Examples of previous campaigns,
partnerships or programmes that
demonstrate your ability to deliver
and scale impact.

How Proposals Will Be Assessed

Proposals will be assessed against:
Strategic Alignment
Activation Concept
Community Impact Potential
-an Engagement
Partnership Delivery Capability
nvestment & Commitment
mpact Measurement & Storytelling

We will be particularly interested in
proposals that place communities at the
heart of the partnership, demonstrate a
commitment to collaboration and show
the potential to build and sustain impact
over multiple seasons.

Submission Details
Submission deadline: 18th September

Submission, queries and clarifications
email: charitypartnershiprfp@efl.com


mailto:charitypartnershiprfp%40efl.com?subject=

SELECTION PROCESS & TIMELINE

JULY AUGUST SEPTEMBER OCTOBER NOVEMBER
2026 2026 2026 2026 2026

RFP ISSUED CLARIFICATION & PROPOSAL REVIEW & PRESENTATIONS PARTNERSHIP ACTIVATION PARTNERSHIP
Partnership CONVERSATIONS SUBMISSION SHORTLISTING & DISCUSSION SELECTION PLANNING ANNOUNCEMENT
opportunity We welcome Applicants submit Proposals will be Shortlisted Following final Joint planning Announce the
launched and guestions and their proposals reviewed against  organisations evaluation and development partnership and
supporting discussions by the published the assessment may be invited and internal of the partnership timelines around
information throughout this deadline. criteria outlined in to present their approval, EFL in activation and commencement
shared with period and are . this document. proposals and the Community delivery model. of local delivery.
prospective happy to arrange ) SR e discuss how the will identify its
! 2026 Late September : : October — November 2026
partners. conversations partnership could preferred Charity
: 2026 . November 2026

to explore ideas be brought to life.  Partner.
Late July 2026 and brovide

clariﬁca tion Early October Mid October

2026 2026

where helpful.

August -

September 2026

Please note:

While we will endeavour to adhere to the published timetable, EFL in the Community reserves the right to amend the process where necessary and will
communicate any changes to applicants. Final appointment will remain subject to EFL in the Community’s internal approval processes and the successful
completion of partnership agreements.



Disclaimers

This RFP is no more than an invitation to submit proposals.
It is not a contract or an offer capable of acceptance by any
respondent or other recipient.

While the information contained in this document is
believed to be correct at the time of issue, neither EFL
in the Community, its advisors, nor any other awarding
entities will accept any liability in any circumstances for its
accuracy, adequacy or completeness, nor will any express
or implied warranty be given. This exclusion extends to
liability howsoever arising in relation to any statement,
opinion or conclusion contained in, or any omission from,
this document (including any attachments or enclosures)
and in respect of any other written or oral communication
transmitted (or otherwise made available) to any Applicant.
No representations or warranties are made in relation to
these statements, opinions or conclusions. This exclusion
does not extend to any fraudulent misrepresentation made
by, or on behalf of, EFL in the Community.

All Applicants should note that any quantities or volumes
contained in this document are for indicative purposes only,
and any future quantities or volumes may vary from those
Stated.

If a Applicant proposes to enter into a contract with EFL
in the Community, it must carry out its own due diligence
enquiries and rely only:

- on its own enquiries and judgment in relation to this
procurement, including the preparation of its Proposal,;
and

- on the terms and conditions set out in the contract(s) (as
and when finally executed), subject to the limitations and
restrictions specified in it.

Neithertheissue ofthisdocument, norany oftheinformation
presented in it, should be regarded as a commitment or
representation on the part of EFL in the Community (or any
other person) to enter into a contractual arrangement.

Confidentiality

This RFP and any other documents subsequently issued by
EFLinthe Community as part of this procurement are (or will
be)shall be considered as treated as confidentialinformation
of EFL in the Community, the contents of which must not be
copied, reproduced, distributed, disclosed or passed to any
other person at any time except solely for the purpose of
enabling the Applicant to submit a Bid. Applicants may be
required to enter into a confidentiality agreement with EFL
in the Community during the RFP process.

EFLin the Community may use the informationincludedina
Applicant's response forany reasonable purpose connected
with this document. In particular, once a Applicant has been
excluded, EFL in the Community reserves the right to use
any information contained in that Applicant's Proposalinany
ongoing discussions with other Applicants but undertakes
not to reveal the identity of the provider of such information.

Publicity

No publicity regarding the Services or the award of any
contract will be permitted unless and until EFL in the
Community has given express written consent to the
relevant communication. For example, no statements may
be made to the media regarding this RFP, the nature of any
Proposal, its contents, or any proposals relating to it without
the prior written consent of EFL in the Community.

Intellectual Property

All intellectual property rights in this RFP and all materials
provided by EFL in the Community or its professional
advisors in connection with this RFP process are and shall
remain the property of EFL in the Community and/or its
professional advisors.

Applicant conduct and conflicts of interest

Any attempt by Bidders or their advisors to influence the
contractaward processinanywaymayresultintheApplicant
being disqualified. Specifically, but without prejudice to the
foregoing, Applicants shall not directly or indirectly, at any
time:

- devise or amend the content of their Proposal in
accordance with any agreement or arrangement with
any other person, other than in good faith with a person
who is a proposed partner, supplier, consortium member
or provider of finance;

- enterinto any agreement or arrangement with any other
person as to the form or content of any other Bid, or offer
to pay any sum of money or valuable consideration to
any person to effect changes to the form or content of
any other Bid,;

- enter into any agreement or arrangement with any other
person that has the effect of prohibiting or excluding that
person from submitting a Bid;

« canvassEFLinthe Communityoranyemployeesoragents
of EFL in the Community in relation to this procurement;
or

- attempt to obtain information from any of the employees
or agents of EFL in the Community or their advisors
concerning another Applicant or Bid.

Applicants are responsible for ensuring that no conflicts of
interest exist between the Applicant and its advisors, and
EFL in the Community and its advisors. Any Applicant who
fails to comply with this requirement may be disqualified
from the procurement at the discretion of EFL in the
Community.

ADDITIONAL IMPORTANT INFORMATION

EFL in the Community’s rights
EFL in the Community reserves the right to:

- waive or change the requirements of this document and/
or the subject of the RFP from time to time without prior
(or any) notice being given by EFL in the Community;

- seek clarification or documents in respect of a Applicant'’s
submission;

- disqualify any Applicant that does not submit a compliant
Proposal in accordance with the instructions in this
document;

- disqualify any Applicant that is gquilty of serious
misrepresentation in relation to its Bid, expression of
interest or the RFP process. EFL in the Community may
exclude any Applicants from the RFP process who have
been found to be in breach of confidentiality orintellectual
property rights and may pursue any remedy or take any
other action for breach as it considers appropriate;

- withdraw this RFP at any time, or to re-invite Bids on the
same or any alternative basis;

- choose not to award any contract as a result of the current
procurement process; and/or

- make whatever changes it sees fit to the proposed award
timetable, structure or content of the procurement
process, depending on approvals processes or for any
other reason.

Proposal costs

EFL in the Community will not in any circumstances be
liable for any Proposal costs, expenditure, work or effort
incurred by a Applicant in carrying out enquiries in relation
to, proceeding with, or participating in, this procurement,
including if the procurement process is terminated or
amended by EFL in the Community.
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